
Pyrmont Theatre Room C2.1 Room C2.2 Room C2.3 Room C2.4 Room C2.5 Room C2.6
08:30  

08:30 

08:45 

09:00 

09:15 

10:00 

10:15 
10:30   Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break

11:00   Keeping children and young people safe Powerful partnerships for effective 
service delivery

Organisations: Development and 
leadership

Getting results from group work, 
coaching and mentoring

Safeguarding infants and supporting 
parents

Expanding evidence informed practice in 
family support service delivery

Reimagining practice with vulnerable 
children, youth and families

Chairperson: Leah Bromfield (Australian 
Centre for Child Protection, University of 

South Australia), Alira Tufui  
Chairperson: Nada Nasser   Chairperson: Deb Tsorbaris (Centre for 

Excellence in Child and Family Welfare)   Chairperson: Susan Watson   Chairperson: Melissa Gordon   Chairperson: Jude Ekerick   Chairperson: Charlie Chubb  

11:00 

116: Using evidence to inform practice in the 
Family Preservation Program

Suzanna PAWLEY (Mission Australia), 
Romola HOLLYWOOD (Insight 

Consulting Australia)

11:20 

109: An innovative approach to developing 
practice informed evidence in the absence of 
RCTs for a Family-led peer to peer support 

program
Vita MAIORANO (The Australian Centre 

for Social Innovation), Rhiannon 
PILKINGTON (The University of Adelaide 

| BetterStart Health and Development 
Research School of Public Health, 

Faculty of Health and Medical Science)

11:40 

126: Wesley Family Preservation and 
Wesley Aunties and Uncles – Partnering to 

create lifelong connections.
Alison BIRD (Wesley Mission Family 

Preservation), Michelle PARRISH (Wesley 
Mission)

122: Common Sense Parenting® (CSP) – 
An Australian Preliminary Study into the 

Effectiveness of an Evidence-Based Group 
Parenting Program.

Philip SPEARMAN (Dunlea Centre)

142: Working effectively with parents of 
transgender and gender diverse children

Elizabeth CEISSMAN (The Gender 
Centre)

12:00 

12:30   Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break

213: Upstream Prevention: Support Minoritized Families and Understand Their Lived Experiences
Darcey MERRITT (The University of Chicago)

186: Discussant
Leah BROMFIELD (Australian Centre for Child Protection, University of South Australia)

Q & A

38: Psychological and specialist services: 
innovating, reimagining and evaluating 

psychological approaches to helping children 
and young people exposed to abuse and 

neglect
Jessica WARREN (Department of 

Communities and Justice), Elizabeth 
HAGARTY (Department of Communities 

and Justice), Jane DAVENPORT 
(Department of Communities and Justic), 

Lana DRAPER (Department of 
Communities and Justice), Debbie 

HAYNES (Department of Communities 
and Justice)

Association of Children’s Welfare Agencies Conference 2024
WEDNESDAY 05 June 2024 - FRIDAY 07 June 2024

ICC Sydney

As at 05 June 2024

Wednesday, 05 June 2024

Welcome Ceremony and Keynote Presentation

Chairperson: Nigel Lindsay  

223: Welcome to Country
Brendan KERIN (Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council)

207: Welcome
Maree WALK (ACWA CEO)

Minister Kate Washington's Video Greeting - Minister for Families, Communities and Disability Services of NSW

11: Creating space for disenfranchised grief 
among foster carers

Laura WALBANK (Anglicare Sydney)

123: MST CAN is successfully supporting 
families to stay together in Regional NSW. 

The implementation and delivery story.
Denise HEUNG (Life Without Barriers), 
Suellen LEMBKE (Life Without Barriers 

(LWB))

195: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Commissioners' Panel

Natalie LEWIS (Family and Child 
Commissioner, Queensland), Meena 
SINGH (Commissioner for Aboriginal 
Children and Young People, Victoria), 

April LAWRIE (Commissioner for 
Aboriginal Children & Young People, SA), 

Jacqueline MCGOWAN-JONES 
(Commissioner for Children and Young 

People, WA)

48: Putting Families First (PFF): An 
innovative program, addressing system 
barriers to service effectiveness through 
consortium, integrated multi-disciplinary 

service delivery.
Scarlett KEALLY (OzChild), Mandy 

COLLIE (OzChild), Simei KOLIO 
(CHARIS), Meagan MATHISON (YSAS: 

Youth Support Advocacy Service), Jiress 
MUSAFIRI (3Australian African 
Foundation for Retention and 

Opportunity (AAFRO))

131: The value of practice governance 
frameworks: embedding organisation-wide 

responsibility for quality practice
Warren CANN (Parenting Research 
Centre), Rob RYAN (Life Without 

Barriers), Melinda CLARKE (Life Without 
Barriers)

120: Increasing family preservation through 
an innovative coaching model

Viv INTERRIGI (CFECFW), Tanya DAVIS 
(CFECFW)

157: Infants and child protection: issues 
affecting frontline service delivery in 

Australia
Deirdre CHEERS, Rosa FLAHERTY 
(Barnardos Australia), Sarah WISE 
(Department of Social Work at the 
University of Melbourne), Daniela 

LEWKOWICZ

39: The Sexual Safety Series - respectful 
relationships and abuse prevention for 

young people
Melinda CLARKE (Life Without Barriers)

185: Reportable Conduct and child safe 
schemes – progress since the Child Abuse 

Royal Commission
Liana BUCHANAN (Commissioner for 
Children and Young People, Victoria), 

Steve KINMOND (NSW Children’s 
Guardian), Alison CAMERON (Acting 
Principal Assistant Ombudsman, WA 

Ombudsman)

67: True partnership, integrated service 
delivery and getting kids back to family
Sarah CROUCH (Infinity Community 

Solutions Ltd), Elisha GARCIA (Kummara 
Ltd)

21: Adaptive leadership for change and 
innovation

Grace LEOTTA (Affirm Organizational 
Development and Training)

25: Working towards improved outcomes for 
vulnerable young parents and their babies 

Sunet ROSSOUW (Allambi Care)



13:30   Repositioning prevention and family 
support Partnerships and collaboration Voices of parents with lived experience Making an impact - practice frameworks, 

Wraparound models and Innovation
Early intervention to support child and 

family outcomes
Supporting parent engagement in 

decision making and service delivery How we talk about Youth

Chairperson: Melissa Gibson   Chairperson: Kate Spalding   Chairperson: Sunet Rossouw (Allambi 
Care)   Chairperson: Lisa Giacomelli   Chairperson: Louise Limoges (Uniting 

NSW.ACT)   Chairperson: Kaven Amerasekera (Ozchild)   Chairperson: Trish Connolly  

13:30 
30: The Power of True Collaboration When 
Working with Families with Complex Needs
Jessica KRAINIK (Wesley Mission QLD)

27: Overarching Practice Frameworks: an 
innovation to support an evidence-informed 

‘shared mindset’ across an organisation.
Kylie WILLIAMS (OzChild), Michele 

HERVATIN (Parenting Research Centre), 
Vannessa MONTOYA-BARBARO 

(Parenting Research Centre)

8: Pregnancy Family Conferencing (PFC) in 
Sydney district: feedback from professionals 

involved in the program.
Daniela LEWKOWICZ (NSW Department 

of Communities & Justice), Zia 
TAYEBJEE (Sydney Local Health District)

90: Family group conferencing - challenges 
and opportunities for future direction

Annette SMITH (AASW)

13:50 
124: Slackin’ on self-care: building self-care 

competency among public child welfare 
workers

Justin "jay" MILLER

66: Partnerships in Action: Working 
Together to Monitor and Improve Outcomes 

for Children and Families through the 
Implementation of Barnardos Australia’s 

Outcomes Framework
Robert URQUHART (Barnardos 

Australia), Bryce SENIOR (Barnardos 
Australia), Shiree TALBOT (Barnardos 

Australia), Maria A CORSIGLIA 
(Barnardos Australia), Zvezdana 

PETROVIC (Parenting Research Centre)

70: Keeping toddlers in the picture: 
Developing a prevention and early 

intervention program to support parents of 
toddlers and optimise child mental health 

outcomes
Jane KOHLHOFF (UNSW)

100: Evaluation of NSW department of 
communities and justice family group 

conferencing: findings and 
recommendations

Amy WRIGHT (The University of Sydney)

14:10 

146: A Place to Go (APTG), "The first team 
to help me when none others would"
Lyndsay CANNELL (Department of 

Communities & Justice), Brittni DAVIES 
(Mackillop Family Services)

32: Preserving Futures – The triumph of a 
distinctive wraparound model in Family 

Preservation
Horatio O'SHEA (Wesley Mission)

88: KARI’s Jarjum multidisciplinary 
screening assessments

Maria YOUSSEF (KARI Foundation), 
Brooke PEDERSEN (KARI Foundation), 

Tara GOLI (KARI Foundation)

139: Building strong partnerships with 
ACCOs

Courtney PAY (Pathfinders Ltd)

14:30 

15:00   Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break
15:30  

15:30 

16:15 

Aboriginal Children, Families and 
Communities

Child Maltreatment
Domestic and Family Violence

Organisation Matters
Out of Home Care and the Permanency 

Continuum
Partnership and Collaboration

Prevention, Early Intervention and Family 
Preservation

Promoting the Rights of Children and Young 
People

Keynote Presentation

Chairperson: Claire Robbs, John Leha (Absec)
Panelist: Paul Gray, Alira Tufui, Oula Mattar, Natalie Lewis (Queensland Family and Child Commission)  

214: The Impact of Family Support Services 
– Nuts and Bolts

Darcey MERRITT (The University of 
Chicago)

103: “To support kids means to support 
parents”. partnering with parents with lived 

experience in child protection to create 
policy advisory groups in two Australian 

states.
Krystal PEARCE, Jessica COCKS (Life 
Without Barriers), Rachael DEAN (Life 
Without Barriers), Breony CARBINES 

(Reily Foundation), Jenny WHITWORTH 
(Family Inclusion Network of Southeast 

Queensland - Micah Projects)

216: Young people - How we talk about 
Youth

Nat KENDALL-TAYLOR (CEO, 
FrameWorks Institute), Tom ALLSOP 

(Peakcare CEO), Zoë ROBINSON 
(Advocate for CYP, NSW)

202: Disseminating research, practice and 
program innovations through publication

Elizabeth FERNANDEZ (UNSW)215: Domestic Violence and Child Protection 
Practice: Fifty years of learning from and 

supporting families
Biljana MILOSEVIC (Jannawi Family 

Centre)

44: Enhancing Early 
Engagement: Accessible Mental Health and 

Wellbeing Services for Children and their 
Caregivers

Susan BUXTON, Phoebe CONNORS

69: Permanency Support Program (PSP) 
and Organisational Adaptation and Learning 
in Non-Government Agencies in New South 

Wales
Justine LEE (University of Technology, 

Sydney and Barnardos Australia)

64: ‘Coaching’: An innovative approach to 
working with families in Integrated Family 

Services
Marija DRAGIC (Windermere Child and 

Family Services), Kristy MORLEY 
(Windermere Child and Family Services)

218: Broadening the lens- system approach 
to improving child mental health outcomes

Matthew BURN (Emerging Minds)

Themes

197: Keynote Presentation
Catherine LIDDLE (Chief Executive Officer, SNAICC – National Voice for our Children)

198: Panel Discussion
Catherine LIDDLE (Chief Executive Officer, SNAICC – National Voice for our Children), Alira TUFUI, Natalie LEWIS (Queensland Family and Child Commission), Melinda NORTON, Paul GRAY



Pyrmont Theatre Room C2.1 Room C2.2 Room C2.3 Room C2.4 Room C2.5 Room C2.6
08:30  
08:45  

08:45 

09:30 
09:45 
10:00   Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break

10:30   Court decision making: Complexities 
and challenges

Interface of domestic & family violence 
and child protection: critical 

perspectives

Residential care: emerging models & 
practice challenges

Child protection and family preservation: 
Reflections on trauma informed practice Child rights-based practice frameworks Listening and responding to children's 

voices
Realising Aboriginal community based 

solutions

Chairperson: Judge Ellen Skinner 
(Children's Court of New South Wales)  

Panelist: Cathy Taylor, Elise Phillips, Dixie 
Link-Gordon

Chairperson: Hannah Tonkin  
Chairperson: Rob Ryan   Chairperson: Stephen Doley   Chairperson: Greg Antcliff (Life Without 

Barriers)   Chairperson: Linda Griffiths   Chairperson: Lisa Griffiths  

10:30 

17: "If you belong, you grow": Allambi Care's 
service model for therapeutic residential 

care
Tatiana CORRALES (Monash University), 

Sarah GRABDA (Allambi Care)

37: Designing a DFV practice framework for 
child protection and family 

preservation workers: working holistically 
with children and their families

Louise LIMOGES (Uniting NSW.ACT)

152: Using group coaching to achieve 
service system reform: building practice 
confidence and capacity in frontline in 

preservation staff and leaders.
Eleonora DE MICHELE (Strengths and 
Solutions Consultancy), Toni BOLTE 

(Strengths adn Solutions Consultancy)

10:50 

127: The need for a culturally-safe, trauma-
informed model of care for youth in Oranga 

Tamariki secure care and protection 
residences in Aotearoa - New Zealand.
Jennifer MONTGOMERY (Te Herenga 

Waka- Victoria University of Wellington)

106: Lived Experience Design Project - 
Effectively engaging birth parent to codesign 

system and practice solutions.
Paulleen MARKWORT (The Centre For 

Excellence In Child And Family Welfare)

11:10 

132: They always want to hang out with me. 
How young people living in Therapeutic 

Residential Care know that they are valued, 
respected and cared for. 

Lynne MCPHERSON, Antonia CANOSA 
(Southern Cross University)

6: Exposing the weaponisation of trauma 
informed practice in the child protection 

industry
Kimberly CHISWELL (AASW)

80: The right to plain speaking
Sue TREMBATH

11:30 

12:00   Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break

Welcome to Day 2 and Keynote Presentation

Chairperson: Grainne O'Loughlin  

178: What happens for families and professionals at the intersection of domestic violence and abuse and child protection and welfare intervention?
Stephanie HOLT (Trinity College Dublin)

190: Discussant
Susan HEWARD-BELLE

Q & A

Association of Children’s Welfare Agencies Conference 2024
WEDNESDAY 05 June 2024 - FRIDAY 07 June 2024

ICC Sydney

As at 05 June 2024

Thursday, 06 June 2024

191: CHILDREN'S COURT PRESIDENTS' 
PANEL

Judge Deborah RICHARDS (Children's 
Court of Queensland), Judge James 

STEWART (Magistrate, ACT Magistrates 
Court), Judge Jack VANDERSTEEN 

(President, Children's Court of Victoria), 
Judge Penelope ELDRIDGE (Adelaide 

Youth Court, South Australia)

192: A Vision for Safe Families - 
Reimagining our Communities, Systems and 

Services
Hannah TONKIN (NSW Women's Safety 

Commissioner), Cathy TAYLOR 
(Department of Justice & Attorney 

General QLD), Dixie LINK-GORDON 
(WAGEC (Auntie-in-Residence)), Elise 

PHILLIPS (DVNSW)

MST-CAN – empowering families to become 
the agent for change and sustainability

Richard ARAYA-BISHOP (OzChild), Oula 
MATTAR (Ozchild)

226: SNAICC - Stronger ACCOs stronger 
families: Challenges and Opportunities in 
directing prevention funding to ACCOs. 
Family Matters: strong families, strong 

culture, stronger children. An equal voice in 
child protection legal matters: a study of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 
and families’ legal needs and solutions.
Rachel ATKINSON (Co-Chair of the 

Queensland First Children and Families 
Board, Co-Chair of Family Matters 

Queensland, Board Director of SNAICC 
and Deputy Chairperson of Queensland 
Aboriginal and Islander Health Council.)

60: Designing, implementing, and measuring 
the impact of an overarching Practice 
Framework to improve outcomes for 

children, young people and their families
Matt HOOEY (Barnardos Australia), 

Jenny HARGRAVES (Barnardos 
Australia), Catherine MURPHY (Parenting 

Research Centre)

52: The unexpected re-emergence of 
residential care in Australia: Welcome 
development or cause for continuing 

concern?
Howard BATH (Allambi Care)

162: Embracing EMDR and family therapy in 
OOHC: shifting practice from a trauma-

informed to a trauma-treatment organisation
Robyn MILLER (MacKillop Family 

Services)

83: From trauma informed to trauma 
transformative practice – changing the 
paradigm to create a more meaningful 
contemporary knowledge framework

Janise MITCHELL (Centre for Excellence 
in Therapeutic Care)

188: Young People’s and Practitioners’ 
Perspectives on Disrupting Child Sexual 

Exploitation
Susan HEWARD-BELLE



13:00  
Children's rights - justice, child 

protection and getting it right for 
children and young people

Domestic and family violence: 
accountability and collaboration

Enhancing child wellbeing and cultural 
identity

Supporting children's agency and 
participation

Carers: Assessment, accreditation and 
support

Trajectories of children in care: 
Research and practice innovation and 

reform

Chairperson: Lyndal Goodwin   Chairperson: Michele Robinson   Chairperson: Horatio O'SHEA (Wesley 
Mission)   Chairperson: April Edler   Chairperson: James Isles   Chairperson: Marina Paxman  

13:00 
84: The voice of recovery: the experience of 
young people who have been dual clients of 

child protection and youth justice
Mirian E MEADE (No)

28: Designing and implementing a practice 
framework for children’s rights

Claudia LENNON (54 Reasons)

24: Are we asking the right questions: 
enhancing assessment of foster carers to 

reduce risk of child sexual abuse
Belinda MAYFIELD (Life Without 

Barriers)

13:20 

112: Empowering Healthy Sexual 
Development in Young People: Navigating 

Relational Trauma and Attachment Needs of 
Young People in Out-of-Home Care and 

Custodial Settings.
Daniel HOWELL (Australian Childhood 

Foundation)

18: Did you hear me? Children and young 
people’s experience of participation in 

community services 
Samia MICHAIL (Western Sydney 

University)

101: Accreditation re-imagined - trialling a 
risk-based approach to regulation of 

statutory out-of-home care and adoption 
services in NSW

Tamara ADDISON-MURDOCH (Office of 
the Children's Guardian), Amy KENNEDY 

(Office of the Children's Guardian)

13:40 

113: Supporting cultural connection for non-
indigenous culturally and linguistically 

diverse children in out-of-home care: the 
perspectives of children, foster carers and 

birth family members
Kathy KARATASAS (University of 

Western Sydney), Rebekah GRACE 
(University of Western Sydney)

137: 'Heard' but unrepresented: Making the 
Case for the Independent Legal 

Representation of Children in Adoption from 
Care Proceedings in NSW  

Gabrielle STRICKER-PHELPS, Judy 
CASHMORE (University of Sydney)

97: NSW carer authorisation panels – fit for 
purpose?

Tracie FLEMING, Louise MULRONEY 
(Training and Development Officer, 

ACWA), Jo ROACH

160: Working with families at risk of child 
removal – Achieving positive impact through 

innovative practice and implementation 
science

Robyn MILLER (MacKillop Family 
Services)

14:00 
62: Reclaiming the wellbeing and best 

interests of indigenous children in decision-
making in New Zealand

Melissa KING-HOWELL (Waikato-Tainui)

61: Strengthening practice for children and 
young people in Care: Using a Practice 

Framework to safeguard child rights
Matt HOOEY (Barnardos Australia)

155: Fostering Connections Victoria: a 
sector-led, state-wide foster carer 

recruitment initiative.
Maddy DOWLING (The Centre for 

Excellence in child and family welfare), 
Bronwen MAHER, Jasmine ISAACS

14:20 

14:45   Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break
15:15  

15:15 

16:00 
16:20 

Aboriginal Children, Families and 
Communities

Child Maltreatment
Domestic and Family Violence

Organisation Matters
Out of Home Care and the Permanency 

Continuum
Partnership and Collaboration

Prevention, Early Intervention and Family 
Preservation

Promoting the Rights of Children and Young 
People

Residential care: models, 
practice,systems

23: Early legal assistance and child 
protection – an introduction to the legal 

assistances for families: partnership 
agreement

Katie KELSO (Deputy Director, Family 
Law, Legal Aid NSW), Louise COADY 
(Principal Solicitor Aboriginal Legal 

Service (NSW/ACT) Limited), Rachael 
WARD (Director of Child Law, 

Department of Communities and Justice)

159: Enhancing the safety and liberty of 
women and children subjected to domestic 

and family violence by increasing perpetrator 
accountability

Susan HEWARD-BELLE 210: ACRC Residential Care 
Masterclass: Providing Quality Care and 
Opportunities for Flourishing for Young 

People and their Families
Kiaras GHARABAGHI (Toronto 

Metropolitan University), Mark NICKELL 
(Director of Strategic Initiatives, ACRC), 

Joe FORD (Chief Program Officer, 
Sycamores), Emmerald EVANS (Policy 
Associate, GRACE/End Child Poverty 
CA), Kari SISSON (Executive Director, 
ACRC), Lisette BURTON, J.D. (Chief 
Policy and Practice Advisor, ACRC), 
Shelley WALL (NTRCA Board Chair, 

Infinity Community Solutions 
Representative)

177: Launch of the POCLS Special Issue in 
Child Abuse & Neglect

Michael TIDBALL (NSW DCJ), Jessica 
STEWART (FACSIAR), Judy CASHMORE 

(University of Sydney), Bj NEWTON 
(UNSW), John LEHA (Absec), Alice XIAO

201: Practical considerations for legal 
proceedings involving children

Kerri PHILLIPS, Jane SMITH (Principal 
Lawyer, Care Legal), James CLIFFORD

156: Family safety collaboration for domestic 
and family violence and child safety.

Maria KISSOURI, Carolyn THOMPSON 
(ACWA) 208: Moving child protection from 

investigation to assessment – reflections on 
practice reform

Simone CZECH, Kate ALEXANDER 
(Department of Communities and 

Justice)

163: Power to kids and the DICE project: 
Beyond training – Implementation and 

systems-based change to protect children 
from sexual abuse

Smeeta SINGH (The MacKillop Institute), 
Jude EKERICK

206: This is not why we brought our children 
here!”: Tensions and challenges in 
responding to Adverse Childhood 

Experiences in African-background refugee 
children and families

Amani KASHERWA (UNSW)

Themes

102: The KEYS Network -Western Sydney
Kylie HUGHES (Department of 

Communities and Justice), Angela 
TARLINGTON (Department of 

Communities and Justice), Veronika 
JURINIC, Oscar MCKAY

Keynote Presentation

Chairperson: Robyn Miller (MacKillop Family Services)  

211: Preparing for Tomorrow: Is Fixing Yesterday Good Enough?
Kiaras GHARABAGHI (Toronto Metropolitan University)

181: Discussant
Howard BATH (Allambi Care)

Q & A



Pyrmont Theatre Room C2.1 Room C2.2 Room C2.3 Room C2.4 Room C2.5 Room C2.6
08:30  

08:30 

08:35 

09:20 
09:35 
09:50 

10:30   Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break Morning Tea Break

11:00   Domestic and family violence and 
children's rights

Care systems: Child-centred and family 
inclusive practice

Reimagining care system and building 
capability

Kinship care: Challenges, complexities 
and inequities

Reducing disadvantage, enhancing 
educational outcomes for children in 

care

From care to independent living: 
trajectories of care leavers

Chairperson: Carolyn Thompson (ACWA)   Chairperson: Naomi Burke   Chairperson: Sharon Broady   Chairperson: Louise Mulroney (Training and 
Development Officer, ACWA)  

Chairperson: Robert Urquhart (Barnardos 
Australia)  

Chairperson: Belinda Mayfield (Life Without 
Barriers)  

11:00 
81: Transforming lives – the impact of 

treatment foster care Oregon in the 
Australian context.
Jared GILLARD

56: Enhancing Education for Vulnerable 
Youth Through Innovative Settings

Timeka CAPIZZI (Allambi Care), Parker 
JACKSON (North Academy)

158: Counter-stories From Former Foster 
Youth: College Graduates Disrupting the 

Dominant Narrative
Amanda MOON (University of Newcastle)

11:20 
79: Preserving a vital system – reimagining 

foster care in Australia
Lisa GRIFFITHS (OzChild)

71: Achieving Stronger Educational 
Outcomes for Young People in Care

Julie LORD (CASPA), Angela BONTEA 
(CASPA)

3: The Effects of Extending the Out-of-Home 
Care Age to 21:Understanding the 

Outcomes of Extended Care policy and 
legislation in New South Wales 

Isabella KRISTO

11:40 

40: Advocacy, knowing your rights, and 
strategic compliance: how Aboriginal 

families navigate child protection systems to 
bring their kids home

Bj NEWTON (UNSW Sydney)

115: The custodian model and unattached 
humanitarian minors (UHM) in LSW (life 

story work)
Ghassan NOUJAIM (Settlement Services 

International)

82: Connecting Carers, Children and 
Families in a Unique Community – 

MOCKINGBIRD FAMILY™
Chris SKINNER (Life Without Barriers)

58: Enhancing the Outcomes and 
Educational Experiences of Young People in 

OOHC
Lorna GENOUD (Life Without Barriers)

89: Extended care to 21 years; an analysis 
of Australian policies

Paul MCDONALD (Home Stretch)

12:00 

12:30   Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break

Association of Children’s Welfare Agencies Conference 2024
WEDNESDAY 05 June 2024 - FRIDAY 07 June 2024

ICC Sydney

As at 05 June 2024

Friday, 07 June 2024

Welcome to Day 3 and Keynote Presentation

Chairperson: Simon Walsh  
Day Introduction and Updates

164: What research evidence do we need to inform good practice in out-of-home care for children?
Jonathan SCOURFIELD (Professor of Social Work at Cardiff University)

183: Discussant
Elizabeth FERNANDEZ (UNSW)

Q & A

7: Informal kinship care, poverty, and what to 
do about it

Meredith KIRALY (University of 
Melbourne), Mike FESZCZAK 

(Grandcarers SA)

187: Helping or Harming? Better 
interventions in statutory kinship care based 

on research and experience
Juliette BORENSTEIN (La Trobe 
University, Melbourne, Australia)

154: Family inclusion in out of home care: 
barriers and enablers. Reporting on the 

views of caseworkers, family practitioners, 
solicitors, parents, foster parents and 

adoptive parents.
Wendy FOOTE, Jessica COCKS

75: Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders, the 
hidden disability in plain sight

Sophie HARRINGTON

114: Responding to the tug-of-war of time 
demands in foster care casework – 

strategies to build team capability and 
facilitate deliberate practice.

Kylie EVANS-LOCKE (CareSouth), 
Lauren PENGELLY (CareSouth)

Influencing agendas in child protection ; 
responding to vulnerable groups

212: Post-Separation Contact and Domestic 
Violence and Abuse: Reimagining child’s 
rights in the post- separation context of 

domestic violence and abuse
Stephanie HOLT (Trinity College Dublin)

45: Endings and beginnings: promoting 
placement stability through child-centered 

transitions
Cynthia MIFSUD (Department of 

Communities and Justice), Gaylene 
GRIFFITHS (Department of Communities 

and Justice)

165: Communicating about child protection: 
crafting messages that shift thinking and 

actions
Nathaniel KENDALL-TAYLOR

204: Youth Voice
Alice XIAO (CREATE Youth Ambassador)

98: Raising expectations: building cross-
sectoral partnerships to support care 

experienced students to access, participate 
and succeed at TAFE & university

Deb TSORBARIS (Centre for Excellence 
in Child and Family Welfare)

4: Advancing healthy ageing and equity for 
older care leavers entering the aged care 

system in Australia
Philip MENDES (Monash University)



13:30   Practice with children and families in 
circumstances of DFV

Care Systems:Supporting carers and 
children

Partnership and collaboration in 
reunification from care

Supporting leaving care transitions and 
enhancing vocational outcomes

Promoting equity in child protection and 
care systems for Aboriginal children and 

families

Chairperson: Rosa Flaherty (Barnardos 
Australia)   Chairperson: Kylie White   Chairperson: William Van Trump  

Chairperson: Jessica Cocks (Life Without 
Barriers)

Panelist: Riley Wilson, Michael Crisp, 
Gregory Kennedy  

Chairperson: Andrew Luzzi  

13:30 
96: Building collaboration at the intersection 

of domestic and family violence and child 
protection

Amy BROMLEY (Flinders University)

42: Finding family to build a village around a 
child

Marie Rose HYLAND (Uniting NSW.ACT), 
Tim BISHOP (Uniting NSW.ACT)

20: Barnardos temporary family care 
program: advancing restoration in out-of-

home care
Jessica BUCHANAN (Barnardos 

Australia), Narelle WEST (Barnardos 
Australia)

13:50 
47: Removing the Mask: Indicators of 

Coercive Control in Family Assessments
Janette THOROGOOD (MAX Health)

35: “Stuck in the fishbowl” and other 
metaphors – the challenges of parenting in 

between foster care and adoption.
Monica LAMELAS (Lighthouse 

Consulting Group)

14:10 
86: Children’s domestic and family violence 

specialist support work within a refuge & 
outreach context

Catherine GANDER (DV West)

108: On-demand: how online and digital 
learning fills gaps in training and support for 

foster and kinship carers
Kelly ROYDS (Australian Childhood 

Foundation), Noel MACNAMARA (Centre 
for Excellence in Therapeutic Care), Billy 

BLACK (Australian Childhood 
Foundation)

MacKillop’s Journey to Cultural Humility
Esmai MANAHAN (MacKillop Family 

Services )

14:30 

15:00   Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break Afternoon Tea Break

15:30  

15:30 

16:15 
16:25 

Aboriginal Children, Families and 
Communities

Child Maltreatment
Domestic and Family Violence

Organisation Matters
Out of Home Care and the Permanency 

Continuum
Partnership and Collaboration

Prevention, Early Intervention and Family 
Preservation

Promoting the Rights of Children and Young 
People

Working with fathers in the context of 
child welfare contact

ACRC Residential Care National 
Therapeutic Alliance Meeting

175: Masterclass: System change for 
improving child welfare engagement with 

fathers 
Jonathan SCOURFIELD (Professor of 

Social Work at Cardiff University)

Residental Care National Therapeutic 
Alliance Meeting by invitation only

135: Thinking through marginalisation, 
leaving care and higher education. a 

collaborative workshop.
Emily FULLER, Matthew BUNN (CEEHE, 

University of Newcastle)

172: Aboriginal Session 
Brenda MATTHEWS

105: Co-designing, developing, and 
implementing a common elements approach 
to reunification in child and family services in 

real world settings: A contemporary 
approach to family strengthening.

Greg ANTCLIFF (Life Without Barriers) 53: Rethinking leaving care: how coaching 
can provide the support young people need 
to transition successfully to independence

Victoria FLANAGAN (Uniting NSW.ACT), 
Gregory KENNEDY, Natalie RILEY 

(Barrunbatayi-Dilpaati Futures Planning 
and Support), Chris LINDEMANN (Uniting 

NSW.ACT) 151: Healing through storytelling – 
influencing best practice and outcomes

Alira TUFUI

Keynote Presentation and Closing Ceremony

Themes

104: Functional family therapy for adolescent 
violence in the home: a therapeutic 

framework.
Kaven AMERASEKERA (Ozchild)

46: Developing Evidence Through Practice: 
A unique program for children in Statutory 

OOHC in NSW
Rosie RUSSELL (Elver Program, 

Department of Communities and Justice)

219: Permanency:  Working with parents to 
achieve restoration.

Ebony-Ann BLEWITT (Creating links)

Chairperson: Anita Le Lay  

176: Pathways to equity in child welfare: the role of community organisations
Emily KEDDELL (University of Otago – Ōtākou Whakaihu Waka)

Q & A
205: Closing Address

Maree WALK (ACWA CEO)
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